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Press Release - for Immediate Release 
 

Historic Event for Westfield House, Cambridge 

On April 22, 2014 an historic event will take place at 2.30 pm in the library at Westfield House – the 
presentation of Letters Patent granting Arms, Crest and Badge to Westfield House. The presentation will be 
made by Mr Hugh Duberly CBE, Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, with Mr Peter 
O'Donoghue, Her Majesty's York Herald of Arms, Councillor Paul Saunders, Mayor of Cambridge and 
Revd Jon Ehlers, ELCE Chairman, in attendance. 

Almost every UK University and college has their own coat of arms, and it has been a long-term dream for 
Westfield House to have heraldic arms, crest and badge. Work on the design started in the mid-1970s; 
however, the high cost forced the project to be shelved. More recently the Sukup Family Foundation 
(Hampton, Iowa, USA) agreed to provide the necessary funding, all thanks and praise to God! Westfield 
House Tutor Jonathan Mumme and Revd David Jackson (Westfield House alumnus and former ELCE Pastor) 
worked with Mr Peter O’Donoghue, Her Majesty’s York Herald, to design heraldic Arms, Crest and Badge 
for Westfield House.  

A right to arms can only be established by registration in the official records of the College of Arms, which 
was founded in 1484. As explained on their website (http://www.college-of-arms.gov.uk/about-us), “Arms 
and crests, badges and supporters, are granted by letters patent issued by the most senior heralds, the 
Kings of Arms. They act according to powers delegated to them by the Crown and all grants are therefore 
made under Crown authority. . . . The applicant body must be registered or situated in England or Wales, or 
in another territory or country of which The Queen is Head of State, e.g. New Zealand. It must be well 
established, of sound financial standing, and be a leading or respected body in its field.”.  

The Westfield House petition was submitted to the College of Arms and, now that it has been approved and 
the design completed, the Arms, Crest and Badge will feature on the new Westfield House website as well 
as on Westfield House stationary.  

For further information please contact 

Dr Cynthia Lumley, Principal, Westfield House 

lumley@westfieldhouse.org.uk 

07462 882347 

01223 354331 
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Westfield House 

Westfield House: 

 is the theological college of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England (ELCE; http://lutheran.co.uk) 
which is a registered charity 

 was inaugurated as a house of theological studies in February 1962 

 promotes confessional Lutheran theology world-wide, with alumni in all the continents of the world and 
staff who regularly participate in international events 

 provides seminary training for countries that do not have such training facilities themselves 

 contributes to the education of students from other Lutheran seminaries and universities around the 
world.  

 

Additional information from the Website of the College of Arms (http://www.college-of-arms.gov.uk/) 

Coats of Arms 

From their origins in the twelfth century to the present day arms have been borne by individuals, 
and by corporate bodies, as marks of identification. They have also been used to denote other 
characteristics, which have changed over the centuries as society and culture have evolved. New 
coats of arms have since the fifteenth century been granted both to individuals and 
corporate bodies by the senior heralds in Royal service, the Kings of Arms. 

What is a crest? 

It is a popular misconception that the word 'crest' describes a whole coat of arms or any heraldic 
device. It does not. A crest is a specific part of a full achievement of arms: the three-dimensional 
object placed on top of the helm. 

Badges  

Badges are separate heraldic devices which, like shields and crests, are particular to an individual 
or family. Some of the most well known badges are Royal ones such as the Prince of Wales' 
feathers, and the Queen's crowned Tudor rose which appears on the reverse of the British twenty 
pence piece. Any person or corporation already entitled to arms may petition for the grant of a 
badge, and others may do so at the same time as petitioning for a grant of arms and crest. 
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